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HISTORIC SECOND IMPEACHMENT 


U.S. President Trump faces another trial in Senate, charged with inciting deadly attack on Capitol 


Hundreds of National Guard troops camp out at the Capitol in Washington on Wednesday, protecting lawmakers still reeling from last week's violence. 
The troops are also preparing for the inauguration of president-elect Joe Biden. J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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U.S. President Donald Trump has been impeached 
an unprecedented second time, on this occasion 
charged with inciting last week’s deadly attack on 
the Capitol building as he sought to overturn his re- 
election defeat. 

The House of Representatives passed a single ar- 
ticle of impeachment, “incitement of insurrection,” 
on Wednesday, with 10 Republicans breaking with 
the President to join all Democrats in voting for the 
measure. 

While Mr. Trump has just under a week left in his 
term, legislators are hoping to bar him from ever 
holding federal office in the future. He will face trial 
in the Senate, which requires a two-thirds vote to 
convict. 

“He must go. He is a clear and present danger to 
the nation that we all love,” Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
told the House at the start of the two-hour debate, 
standing in the same chamber that was a target for 
the mob exactly one week earlier. 

The extraordinary sanction marked another 
stain on Mr. Trump’s roller-coaster presidency, with 
a string of legislators lining up to accuse him of at- 
tacking democracy. Rioters last week laid siege to 
Congress as it met to certify Mr. Biden’s victory, a 
day of violence that left five people dead. 

Mr. Trump was previously impeached in late 2019 
for putting pressure on Ukraine to interfere in the 


House Speaker Nancy Pelosi's signature on the article 
of impeachment. ALEX BRANDON/ASSOCIATED PRESS 


2020 election. He was acquitted by the Senate last 
year. 

Mr. Trump released a video Wednesday evening 
condemning the insurrection. “Violence and van- 
dalism have absolutely no place in our country, and 
no place in our movement,” he said from the White 
House. 

Then, he criticized social-media companies for 
shutting down his accounts after the storming of 
the Capitol. Their actions, he said, were an “unprec- 
edented assault on free speech.” Mr. Trump has re- 
fused to take responsibility for causing the riot, say- 
ing Tuesday that his speech to the crowd directly be- 
fore the attack was “totally appropriate.” 


The impeachment unfolded in a Capitol newly 
fortified against fresh threats by armed militias and 
other extremists. The building was surrounded for 
several blocks by security fences. Thousands of Na- 
tional Guard members were billeted in the hallways 
of the legislature, patrolling or sleeping as Congress 
debated. 

Liz Cheney, the third-highest-ranking Republi- 
can in the House, become the top legislator from 
her party to back impeachment. In a statement be- 
fore the debate, she said Mr. Trump “lit the flame of 
this attack.” 

“There has never been a greater betrayal by a 
president of the United States of his office and his 
oath to the Constitution,” she said. 

Ms. Cheney joined a long string of people and or- 
ganizations to turn on Mr. Trump and his party after 
the violence. Numerous major corporations have 
cut off campaign donations to Republicans who 
challenged the election, Twitter and Facebook have 
suspended his account and a stream of cabinet 
members and staffers have quit the administration. 

In a letter to his caucus, Mitch McConnell, the Re- 
publican leader in the upper chamber, said he did 
not yet know how he would vote in the trial. He said 
proceedings would start after Mr. Biden takes office 
next week. The House could delay sending the arti- 
cle to the Senate to give the upper chamber time to 
work on Mr. Biden’s legislative agenda before turn- 
ing to impeachment. However, Majority Leader Ste- 
ny Hoyer said before the vote that the article will be 
sent over quickly. 
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